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author/illustrator

indicates Australian 
author/illustrator

All Monkeys Love Bananas
Written and illustrated  

by Sean E. Avery
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2012

The A in the Rainforest
Written by Judith Barker
Illustrated by Janie Frith
WOODSLANE PRESS, 2021

Wonderful Shoes
Written by Emma Bowd

Illustrated by Tania McCartney 
WINDY HOLLOW BOOKS, 2021 

Something Wonderful
Written by Raewyn Caisley

Illustrated by Karen Blair
PENGUIN AUSTRALIA, 2018 

The Gruffalo
Written by Julia Donaldson
Illustrated by Axel Scheffler

MACMILLAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 1999

Stuck!
Written by Charlotte Calder
Illustrated by Mark Jackson

WALKER BOOKS, 2012 

Too Many Pears
Written by Jackie French

Illustrated by Bruce Whatley
KOALA BOOKS, 2006 

Stellarphant
Written and illustrated by 

James Foley
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2021

Australian Backyard Birdies
Written and illustrated  

by Andy Geppert
LOTHIAN, 2021 

Scary Night
Written by Lesley Gibbes

Illustrated by Stephen Michael King
WORKING TITLE PRESS, 2014 

No! Never!
Written by Libby Hathorn and 

Lisa Hathorn-Jarman
Illustrated by Mel Pearce
HACHETTE AUSTRALIA, 2020 

Oh No, George!
Written and illustrated  

by Chris Haughton
WALKER BOOKS, 2012

The Better Beginnings early  
literacy program connects families  

with books through free reading packs.   
Our goal is to inspire a love of reading and 
learning for all Western Australian children.

Can’t find the exact  
book shown here?   

For more book 
suggestions, visit 
the Book Finder 

on the Better 
Beginnings website:

Better Beginnings is developed and managed by  
The State Library of Western Australia and delivered  

through public libraries.  The program is funded  
via a tri-partite alliance between the  

Government of Western Australia (including  
Royalties for Regions), Western Australian  

local governments and Rio Tinto.

www.better-beginnings.com.au

Not That Pet!
Written by Smriti Halls

Illustrated by Rosalind Beardshaw
WALKER BOOKS, 2021

The books on this 
 list have been selected by the  

Better Beginnings team of children’s 
literature specialists and are  
favourites of many children  

and their families.

https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tall+monkeys+love+bananas/tall+monkeys+love+bananas/1%2C2%2C15%2CB/exact&FF=tall+monkeys+love+bananas&1%2C14%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=The+A+in+the+rainforest&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=something+wonderful+raewyn&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=stuck%21&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tThe+gruffalo/tgruffalo/1%2C26%2C130%2CB/exact&FF=tgruffalo&1%2C48%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=stellarphant&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=too+many+pears+jackie+french&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=australian+backyard+birdies&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tscary+night/tscary+night/1%2C4%2C9%2CB/exact&FF=tscary+night&1%2C6%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=not+that+pet&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tNo!+Never!/tno!+never!/1%2C2%2C23%2CB/exact&FF=tno!+never!+a+cautionary+tale&1%2C22%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tOh+no+George!/toh+no+george!/1%2C2%2C8%2CB/exact&FF=toh+no+george!&1%2C7%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=Wonderful+shoes&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2


A is For Australian Animals
Written and illustrated by  

Frané Lessac
WALKER BOOKS, 2017

Pete the Cat: I Love  
My White Shoes

Written by Eric Litwin
Illustrated by James Dean

HARPERCOLLINS, 2012 

A Sausage Went For a Walk
Written by Ellisha Majid

Illustrated by Peter Kendall
FREMANTLE PRESS, 1991 

The Boo-book
Written by Jennifer Mars

Illustrated by Wendy Binks
STUNNED EMU PRESS, 2020 

Duck!
Written by Meg McKinlay

Illustrated by Nathaniel Eckstrom
WALKER BOOKS, 2018

The River
Written by Sally Morgan

Illustrated by  
Johnny Warrkatja Malibirr

MAGABALA BOOKS, 2021 

When Billy Was a Dog
Written by Kirsty Murray
Illustrated by Karen Blair

ALLEN & UNWIN, 2019

Facts vs. Opinions vs. Robots
Written and illustrated by 

Michael Rex
NANCY PAULSEN BOOKS, 2020

Bedtime Sorted!
Written by Jimmy Rees

Illustrated by Briony Stewart
AFFIRM PRESS, 2021 

Winston and the Indoor Cat
Written and illustrated  

by Leila Rudge
WALKER BOOKS, 2021 

Crane Guy
Written by Sally Sutton

Illustrated by Sarah Wilkins
PUFFIN, 2022

Wombat Stew
Written by Marcia Vaughan
Illustrated by Pamela Lofts
SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA, 1984

The Art of Words
Written by Robert Vescio

Illustrated by Joanna Bartel
EK BOOKS FOR KIDS, 2021 

Wise Before Five
Written by Libby Walden

Illustrated by Ekaterina Trukhan
LADYBIRD, 2020

My Friend Fred
Written by Frances Watts

Illustrated by A. Yi
ALLEN & UNWIN, 2019 

Did you know that  
your child can have their  
own FREE library card? 

Make book browsing and borrowing  
at your local public library a regular 

part  of your week.

Story sharing sessions may be  
held at your library too.  

Just ask!

Supported by 
Royalties for Regions and 
Western Australian Local Governments

Three
Written and illustrated by 

Stephen Michael King
SCHOLASTIC PRESS, 2021 

Big Love
Written by Megan Jacobson

Illustrated by Beck Feiner
WALKER STUDIO, 2021 

To find your 
nearest public 

library, visit the 
Library Finder  

on our website

If your child prefers to  
read factual books instead of story 

books, that’s ok! Visit your local public  
library to find books on topics that 

interest your child.

https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=three+stephen+michael+king&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=big+love+megan+jacobson&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tA+is+for+australian+animals/tis+for+australian+animals/1%2C2%2C16%2CB/exact&FF=tis+for+australian+animals+a+factastic+tour&1%2C14%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2/?searchtype=Y&searcharg=pete+the+cat+love+shoes&searchscope=2&sortdropdown=-&SORT=DZ&extended=0&SUBMIT=Search&searchlimits=&searchorigarg=Ypete+the+cat+shoes%26SORT%3DD
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2/X?a+sausage+went+for+a+walk+majid&SORT=D&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/tthe+boo-book/tboo+book/1%2C2%2C30%2CB/exact&FF=tboo+book&1%2C10%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2/?searchtype=Y&searcharg=duck+mckinlay&searchscope=2&sortdropdown=-&SORT=DZ&extended=0&SUBMIT=Search&searchlimits=&searchorigarg=Yduck+megan%26SORT%3DD
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=the+river+sally+morgan&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=when+billy+was+a+dog&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=facts+vs+opinions+vs+robots&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=Winston+and+the+indoor+cat&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=crane+guy&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=wise+before+five&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/Y?SEARCH=my+friend+fred+watts&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=bedtime+sorted&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search~S2?/twombat+stew/twombat+stew/1%2C4%2C24%2CB/exact&FF=twombat+stew&1%2C21%2C/indexsort=-
https://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/search/t?SEARCH=the+art+of+words&sortdropdown=-&searchscope=2

