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Better Beginnings is a Western 
Australian early literacy program 
developed and managed by the 
State Library of Western Australia 
and delivered through public 
libraries.

It connects families with books 
through free book boxes. Better 
Beginnings strives to improve 
literacy and learning outcomes 
for all WA children by encouraging 
families to read, talk, sing, draw 
and play with their child every day.

www.better-beginnings.com.au

If your toddler won’t sit still for a 
whole book, that’s ok! Make reading 

time short, often and happy!

Flip Flap Farm
Written and illustrated 

by Axel Scheffler
NOSY CROW, 2013

One Little Dung Beetle
Written by Rhian Williams 

Illustrated by Heather 
Potter and Mark Jackson

WILD DOG, 2024

Goodnight Sheep
Written by Sally Barton 

Illustrated by Cherie Dignam
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2025

Crocodile Beat
Written by Gail Jorgensen 

Illustrated by Patricia Mullins
OMNIBUS BOOKS, 2015

Heads and Tails
Written and illustrated 

by John Canty
BERBAY, 2017

How Do You Hide a Hippo?
Written by Rebecca Grant 

Illustrated by Jedda Robaard
LITTLE BOOK PRESS, 2026

If We Were Dogs
Written and illustrated 

by Sophie Blackall
LOTHIAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2025

Bears Love Squares
Written by Caryl Hart 

Illustrated by Edward Underwood
BLOOMSBURY CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2020

Perfect
Written by Danny Parker 

Illustrated by Freya Blackwood
HARDIE GRANT CHILDREN’S PUBLISHING, 2017

Shark in the Park
Written and illustrated 

by Nick Sharratt
CORGI CHILDRENS, 2000

One Keen Koala ABC
Written by Margaret Wild 

Illustrated by Bruce Whatley
SCHOLASTIC AUSTRALIA, 2025

Thank You Rain!
Written by Sally Morgan 

Illustrated by Johnny 
Warrkatja Malibirr

MAGABALA BOOKS, 2022

10 Dogs
Written and illustrated 

by Emily Gravett
TWO HOOTS, 2023

Where Do the Stars Go?
Written and illustrated 

by Katie Stewart
FREMANTLE PRESS, 2021

https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/thank-you-rain
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/one-keen-koala-abc
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/where-do-stars-go
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/10-dogs
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/shark-park
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/perfect
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/bears-love-squares
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/if-we-were-dogs
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/crocodile-beat
http://better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/goodnight-sheep
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/how-do-you-hide-hippo
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/heads-and-tails
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/one-little-dung-beetle
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/flip-flap-farm
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Did you know that your 
child can have their own 

FREE library card? 

Make book browsing and 
borrowing at your local 
public library a regular 

part of your week.

Story sharing  
sessions may be held at 

your library too. Just ask!

Can’t find the exact  book shown here?For more book suggestions,  visit the Book Finder on the  Better Beginnings website:

The books on this list  
have been selected by 
the Better Beginnings 

team of children’s 
literature specialists and 

are favourites of many 
children and their families.

To find your 

nearest public 

library, visit the 

Library Finder on 

our website

Going Fishing with Nana
Written by Frances Haji-Ali and 

Lindsay Haji-Ali 
Illustrated by Karen Briggs

MAGABALA BOOKS, 2025

One Little Duck
Written by Katrina Germein 
Illustrated by Danny Snell

HARPER COLLINS AU, 2023

Find My Favourite Things
Written by Dawn Sirett 

Illustrated by Isobel Lundie
DORLING KINDERSLEY, 2021

Hedgehog or Echidna?
Written by Ashleigh Barton 

Illustrated by Amandine Thomas
LOTHIAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2025

Spiro
Written and illustrated 

by Anna McGregor
SCRIBBLE, 2024

Dog Beach
Written by Julie Murphy 

Illustrated by Annie White
NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA, 2024

The Cheeky Toddler Alphabet
Written by Davina Bell 

Illustrated by Jennifer Falkner
LOTHIAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2024

Snap!
Written and illustrated 

by Anna Walker
SCRIBBLE, 2022

Let’s Build a Backyard
Written by Mike Lucas 

Illustrated by Daron Parton
LOTHIAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2022

Crocs Stole My Socks
Written and illustrated 

by Kylie Howarth
AFFIRM KIDS, 2025

The Same But Different Too
Written by Karl Newson 

Illustrated by Kate Hindley
NOSY CROW, 2020

Super Mr Panda
Written and illustrated 

by Steve Antony
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2026

Wheels
Written by Sally Sutton 

Illustrated by Brian Lovelock
WALKER BOOKS AUSTRALIA, 2020

Goodnight, Toes
Written by Justine Adams 

Illustrated by Camille Manley
AFFIRM KIDS, 2025

Gymnastica Fantastica!
Written and illustrated 

by Briony Stewart
LOTHIAN CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2023

Oi Frog!
Written by Kes Gray 

Illustrated by Jim Field
HODDER CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 2014

https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/same-different-too
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/super-mr-panda
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/gymnastica-fantastica
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/oi-frog
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/lets-build-backyard
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/crocs-stole-my-socks
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/wheels
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/goodnight-toes
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/find-my-favourite-things
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/hedgehog-or-echidna
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/cheeky-toddler-alphabet
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/snap
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/going-fishing-nana
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/one-little-duck
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/spiro
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/book-finder/dog-beach

